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Limoradle Warven G. Magnuson
Caalrean, Cormittee on Commerce
wiited States Senate
wWashington, D. C,.

icar Senator:

: This 13 in response to your requzst for the views
< the Department of Justice on the bill (S. 920) to amend
tioes 303 and 310 of the Commuaications Act of 1934, as
adzd, to permit the Federal Communications Comuission

The title of the bill indicates that it would
g ectiong 303 and 310 of the Commumications Act of
iii%, as szended, (47 U.5.C. 303, 310) to provide that the
Joderal Cormmunications Commission may, 1f it finds the
public intorest, comvenierce, or vecessity may be servad,
issue authorizations for alien amoteur radio operstors to
operate their smateur radio stations in the United States,
~us possessions, and the Commonwsalth of Puerto Rico on a
vasis of reciprocity with foreign govermments. It is noted,
howaver, that the first suggested amendment following the
cuacting clavse does not conkain a specific requirement
cenceraing "the public interest, conveniemce, or necessity”
vut provides for the issusuce of authorizations by the Con-
tission "under such condltions and terms as it may prescribe’.
in econnection with the forvepoling, the cpening sentence of
section 303 provides “Except as otherwise provided in this
chapter, the Commission from time to time, as public con-
venience, interest, or nececssity requires, shalle % 2 &Y,
in view of the foregoing it is susgested that some clarifi-
catlion of the language of the bill is necessary in oxder
to avolid any cuestion as to the findings required to be
nadée by the Commission,
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The objective of the bill appears to be the sama
as that of 8. 2361, 87th Congress, on wvaich this Department
compitted a report to your Committee on May 17, 1952, pointing
cut security factors which are irherent in the field of com-
waications. A copy of that report is attached for your
LOOVETLEOCS,

The bill differs fram S. 2351 in that it would
provide for the issuaace of ' erizations” for umspecified
wuricéa of time, whereas 8, 2301 p*mviéed for the issuance
: P"licenses” for eay tesporary period not in excess of three
;:afs. Alﬁo, wialle S. 2351 provided for the dssuasnce of such
Licenses by the Commdssion 'if it finds that the natiocnal
BOCUT y would not be endangered,' no such proviszaa is in-
eiuded in the bill.

In the light of the gecurity considorations set
forth in our report on §. 2361, it would seem that no au-
thorization should be gro vted unless it is detezmined that
the national security would not be endangered thereby,

. The Bureau of the Ludget hss advised that there
Lu no objection to the submission of this repoxt from the
standpoint of the Administration's program.

Ginverely yours,

Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
Deputy Attorney General
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